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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient

C⃝ 2008 The Authors. Journal compilation C⃝ 2008 RAS, MNRAS 388, 1595–1617

DaCunha+08

starlight

PAH

dust (multi-T)

direct starlight re-processed starlight

Mainly old stars

Intermediate-age stars

Mainly young stars



Spectral Energy Distribution(s)

Note
✤ the different shape of the stellar 

continuum
✤ emitted
✤ attenuated (note dependence on  
λ)

✤ the corresponding shift of the dust 
emission

A simple model to interpret galaxy spectra 1605

Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM
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Fig. 8 Four of the 20 templates from Polletta et al. (2007), as an ex-
ample of a set of empirically calibrated, multi-wavelength templates
[Courtesy M. Polletta]

an important hole in many SED fitting template sets.2 The
library contains 20 templates including 1 elliptical, 7 spi-
rals, 3 starbursts, 6 AGNs, and 3 composite (starburst +
AGN) templates covering the wavelength range between
1000 Å and 1000 µm. The elliptical, spiral and starburst
templates were generated with the GRASIL code (Silva
et al. 1998). Templates of moderately luminous AGN, repre-
senting Seyfert 1.8 and Seyfert 2 galaxies, were obtained by
combining models, broad-band photometric data, and ISO-
PHT-S spectra of a random sample of 28 Seyfert galaxies.
Four additional AGN templates represent optically-selected
QSOs with different values of infrared/optical flux ratios and
one type 2 QSO. The QSO1 templates are derived by com-
bining the SDSS quasar composite spectrum and rest-frame
infrared data of a sample of SDSS/SWIRE quasars divided
in three groups, all, and the 25% brightest and 25% weak-
est measurements per rest-frame wavelength bin. The type 2
QSO template (QSO2) represents the SED of the red quasar
FIRST J013435.7–093102 (Gregg et al. 2002). The compos-
ite (AGN + SB) templates are empirical templates that well
reproduce the SEDs of the following sources: the heavily
obscured BAL QSO Mrk 231 (Berta 2005), the Seyfert 2
galaxy IRAS 19254–7245 South (Berta et al. 2003), and the
Seyfert 2 galaxy IRAS 22491–1808 (Berta 2005). Four ex-
ample templates are shown in Fig. 8.

3.3.4 Further examples

While we presented above only three examples, the number
of public datasets (potentially) useful for SED fitting is truly
staggering. Many science projects can be carried out without
ever writing an observing proposal, the prime example be-
ing use of the SDSS database. This is possible thanks to the

2The full library can be downloaded from: http://www.iasf-milano.
inaf.it/~polletta/templates/swire_templates.html.

work of a countless number of individuals on survey plan-
ning, data reduction and quality insurance. Below we pro-
vide a table of some of the major datasets, for exploration
and further reading. We will keep a similar table online on
sedfitting.org and we hope to expand it in the future.

4 Methods and validation of SED fitting

In Sect. 2 we have described how models predict the SEDs
of galaxies. Yet the ultimate goal of these models is to al-
low the reverse process, that is to derive the properties of
galaxies from their observed SEDs through fitting proce-
dures. Therefore we describe in this section several of the
main methods used to fit model or observed template SEDs
to multiwavelength observations of galaxies. Exactly which
of these procedures should be used is contingent on which
physical parameters are required and with what precision.
In turn, this, and the accuracy with which the models repro-
duce specific observations, determines what observational
data are necessary.

The following sections deal almost exclusively with stel-
lar emission. This reflects a real dearth of specialized codes
for carrying out the fitting process in the dust emission range
(besides simple χ2 minimization over a parameter grid, e.g.
Klaas et al. 2001). This state of affair is understandable,
however, in light of the rapid development and large uncer-
tainties still inherent to our modelling of the dust emission
of galaxies.

4.1 Parametrizing SED models

In the context of a SED model, one must distinguish be-
tween independent, input parameters and derived parame-
ters. Input parameters are those properties that are needed to
define the SED model. Some of them may, first, not be mea-
surable or, second, may not have a proper physical mean-
ing by themselves. A good example for the first case is the
shown in Figs. 10 and 11 of da Cunha et al. (2008), where
the width of the probability distribution functions of dif-
ferent input parameters indicates which ones are well con-
strained, such as the global contribution of PAHs to the to-
tal luminosity, and which are not constrained, such as the
temperature of warm dust in stellar birth clouds. Iglesias-
Páramo et al. (2007, their Sect. 3) state another example,
namely that only a few of the many input parameters of the
GRASIL code need to be varied in order to produce a library
of model spectra that cover a realistic range in observational
properties. Further, more systematic study of the relative
importance of the input parameters to dust emission mod-
els would seem to be a important addition to the literature.
A good example of the second case is the “decay timescale”,
τ∗: in modelling the SEDs of early- and even late-type galax-
ies, the star formation histories (SFHs) are often represented

Polletta et al.(2007)

Observations (templates)
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM

C by cold dust in
thermal equilibrium to the infrared luminosity of the ambient ISM
from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
PAH = 1 − ξ BC

W − ξ BC
MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM
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from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
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Figure 5. Examples of spectral energy distributions obtained by combining the infrared models of Table 1 with attenuated stellar population spectra
corresponding to the same contributions by dust in stellar birth clouds (1 − f µ) and in the ambient ISM (f µ) to the total energy L tot

d absorbed and reradiated by
dust (Section 2.3). (a) Quiescent star-forming galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘cold’ infrared model of Table 1; (b) normal star-forming galaxy spectrum
combined with the ‘standard’ infrared model of Table 1; (c) starburst galaxy spectrum combined with the ‘hot’ infrared model of Table 1 (see text for details
about the parameters of the stellar population models). Each panel shows the unattenuated stellar spectrum (blue line), the emission by dust in stellar birth
clouds (green line), the emission by dust in the ambient ISM (red line) and the total emission from the galaxy, corresponding to the sum of the attenuated stellar
spectrum and the total infrared emission (black line).

characterized by an age tg and a star formation time-scale parameter
γ (equation 31), and random bursts superimposed on this continu-
ous model. We take tg to be uniformly distributed over the interval
from 0.1 to 13.5 Gyr. To avoid oversampling galaxies with negli-
gible current star formation, we distribute γ using the probability
density function p(γ ) = 1 − tanh (8 γ − 6), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 0.6 Gyr−1 and drops expo-
nentially to zero around γ = 1 Gyr−1. Random bursts occur with
equal probability at all times until tg. We set the probability so that
50 per cent of the galaxies in the library have experienced a burst
in the past 2 Gyr. We parametrize the amplitude of each burst as
A = Mburst/Mcont, where Mburst is the mass of stars formed in the
burst and Mcont is the total mass of stars formed by the continuous
model over the time tg. This ratio is distributed logarithmically be-
tween 0.03 and 4.0. During a burst, stars form at a constant rate
over the time tburst, which we distribute uniformly between 3 × 107

and 3 × 108 yr. We distribute the models uniformly in metallicity
between 0.02 and 2 times solar.

We sample attenuation by dust in the library by randomly drawing
the total effective V-band absorption optical depth, τ̂V , and the
fraction of this contributed by dust in the ambient ISM, µ (equations
3 and 4). We distribute τ̂V according to the probability density
function p(τ̂V ) = 1 − tanh(1.5 τ̂V − 6.7), which is approximately
uniform over the interval from 0 to 4 and drops exponentially to
zero around τ̂V = 6. For µ, we adopt the same probability density
function as for γ above, i.e. p(µ) = 1 − tanh (8 µ − 6). We note that

these priors for attenuation encompass the dust properties of SDSS
galaxies, for which τ̂V and µ peak around 1.0 and 0.3, respectively,
with broad scatter (Brinchmann et al. 2004; Kong et al. 2004). Our
final stellar population library consists of 50 000 different models.

In parallel, we generate a random library of infrared spectra as
follows. We take the fraction f µ of the total infrared luminosity
contributed by dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed
over the interval from 0 to 1. We adopt a similar distribution for
the fractional contribution by warm dust in thermal equilibrium
to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth clouds, ξ BC

W . For each
random drawing of ξ BC

W , we successively draw the contributions by
the other dust components to the infrared luminosity of stellar birth
clouds (i.e. hot mid-infrared continuum and PAHs) to satisfy the
condition in equation (14): we draw ξ BC

MIR from a uniform distribution
between 0 and 1 − ξ BC

W , and we set ξ BC
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MIR. While

this procedure does not exclude values of ξ BC
MIR and ξ BC

PAH close to
unity, it does favour small values of these parameters, and hence,
it avoids oversampling physically implausible models. We take the
equilibrium temperature T BC

W of warm dust in the stellar birth clouds
to be uniformly distributed between 30 and 60 K, and that T ISM

C of
cold dust in the ambient ISM to be uniformly distributed between 15
and 25 K. We draw the fractional contribution ξ ISM
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from a uniform distribution between 0.5 and 1 (this also defines the
contributions ξ ISM

PAH, ξ ISM
MIR and ξ ISM

W by PAHs, the hot mid-infrared
continuum and warm dust to the infrared luminosity of the ambient

C⃝ 2008 The Authors. Journal compilation C⃝ 2008 RAS, MNRAS 388, 1595–1617



Stefano Zibetti - INAF OAArcetri - Astrophysics of Galaxies  - Course 2019/2020 - Lecture III

Combining the spectra of stars

✤ Stellar spectra depend mainly on mass, age and chemical composition

✤ Need to know how many stars we have in this 3(+)D parameter space

✤ initial conditions (Initial Mass Function)

✤ time evolution of individual stellar spectra

✤ time evolution of the mass function



The stellar zoo: the Hertzprung-Russell diagram

✤ Main Sequence — 
Hydrogen-core-burning stars
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Stellar evolution 
to the Red Giant Branch (RGB)

Page 8

Evolutionary paths in the HRD
up to the point where He burn-
ing sets in (from Iben 1967,
ARAA 5). The shade of the
line segments indicates the
time spent in the corresponding
phases.

MS (1-3) life-times:
1.0M�: 9.0E9yrs
2.2M�: 5.0E8yrs
15.M�: 1E7yrs

GB (5-6) life-times:
1.0M�: 1.0E9yrs
2.2M�: 3.8E7yrs
15.M�: 1.5E6yrs (6-10)

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2002

From IMPRS Astrophysics Introductory Course, Ralf Bender et al.
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Stellar evolution after the RGB
Page 10

Note: As helium burning sets in at the same core mass, all mass poor stars have the
same luminosity at the tip of the giant branch.

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2002

Page 9

4.2 Stellar evolution after the giant branch

The post giant branch evolution is dependent on the mass:

M ⇠< 0.5M�
The pressure of the degenerated electron gas stops the contraction of the helium core
before Tc ⇡ 108K is reached. ) no helium burning. H shell burning slowly stops, the
star cools out.
0.5M�⇠<M ⇠< 2.5M�
The H shell burning puts more and more He onto the core, which keeps contracting.
Here too, the core is first degenerated but the temperature is rising until 108K is finally
reached and He–burning starts. Because pressure equilibrium was maintained by the
degeneracy of the electron gas, Tc is rising while Pc doesn’t (Pauli principle). Therefore
no expansion can moderate the reactor and Tc rises. Because ✏3↵ / T

30
c
the energy

production increases dramatically.
) thermonuclear runaway!

This stops once Tc is high enough to remove the degeneracy, i.e. at (Tc > TFermi). The
star expands on a hydrostatic time scale and reaches its highest luminosity at the tip of
the giant branch:) Helium flash

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2002

From IMPRS Astrophysics Introductory Course, Ralf Bender et al.
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Page 13

Massive stars with M > 2.5M�
Mostly the same evolution as for less massive stars. But, before ignition of helium
burning the electron gas is not degenerated, thus we have a continous transition to
helium burning. The star performs loops in the HRD at nearly constant luminosity.

Evolution of a 5 solar mass star (Kippenhahn/Weigert).

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2002

From IMPRS Astrophysics Introductory Course, Ralf Bender et al.
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Stellar evolution at different 
masses

Star in a box!

http://starinabox.lco.global
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Simple Stellar Populations (SSP) 
Initial Mass Function

✤ Simple Stellar Population (SSP): 
a set of coeval stars drawn from 
an initial distribution in mass 
(Initial Mass Function or IMF)

✤ IMF is thought to be universal 
or “semi-universal” (with some 
parametric dependence on 
“external condition”). This has 
to do with the physics of star 
formation

from Ivan Baldry’s webpage
http://www.astro.ljmu.ac.uk/~ikb/research/imf-use-in-cosmology.html

http://www.astro.ljmu.ac.uk/~ikb/research/imf-use-in-cosmology.html
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Simple Stellar Populations (SSP) 
Evolutionary Tracks, Isochrones, CMDs

Spada et al. (2017)
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Stellar Spectra

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

Page 24

Type Colour Approximate Sur-
face Temperature

Main Characteristics Examples

O Blue > 25,000 K Singly ionized helium lines
either in emission or ab-
sorption. Strong ultraviolet
continuum.

10 Lacertra

B Blue 11,000 - 25,000 Neutral helium lines in ab-
sorption.

Rigel Spica

A Blue 7,500 - 11,000 Hydrogen lines at maxi-
mum strength for A0 stars,
decreasing thereafter.

Sirius Vega

F Blue to
White

6,000 - 7,500 Metallic lines become no-
ticeable.

Canopus, Pro-
cyon

G White to
Yellow

5,000 - 6,000 Solar-type spectra. Ab-
sorption lines of neutral
metallic atoms and ions
(e.g. once-ionized calcium)
grow in strength.

Sun, Capella

K Orange
to Red

3,500 - 5,000 Metallic lines dominate.
Weak blue continuum.

Arcturus, Alde-
baran

M Red < 3,500 Molecular bands of tita-
nium oxide noticeable.

Betelgeuse,
Antares

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2001
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Stellar Spectra: 
main absorption features

✤ Hydrogen Balmer lines

✤ Balmer break

✤ D4000 break (not the same as 
Balmer break)

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

HαHβHγ
Hδ

Hε

Balmer limit
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Stellar Spectra: 
main absorption features

✤ “Metal” absorption 
lines/complexes

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

Ca K+H

G-band Mgb

NaD

Fe

C4668
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Galaxy Stellar Spectra: 
main absorption features



Stefano Zibetti - INAF OAArcetri - Astrophysics of Galaxies  - Course 2019/2020 - Lecture III

Measures of absorption lines/features

✤ Equivalent width

✤ Break:  
specific flux ratio  
red-ward and  
blue-ward of a spectral “jump”

✤ “Indices”

✤ In real stellar/galaxy spectra there is no such 
thing as “continuum”, but only a “pseudo-
continuum” with a large number of absorption 
lines (blended at typical resolution for galaxy 
spectra)

✤ Continuum level and line flux defined in side-
bands and central band

Puzia et al. (2013)



Examples of absorption indices

Puzia et al. (2013)



Examples of absorption indices

Puzia et al. (2013)
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A list of “popular” indices
################################################################################ 
# Index Name   Index wl range      Blue cont wl range  Red cont wl range  Units 
################################################################################ 

     Lick_CN1 4142.125 4177.125 4080.125 4117.625 4244.125 4284.125  mag 
     Lick_CN2 4142.125 4177.125 4083.875 4096.375 4244.125 4284.125  mag 
  Lick_Ca4227 4222.250 4234.750 4211.000 4219.750 4241.000 4251.000  A   
   Lick_G4300 4281.375 4316.375 4266.375 4282.625 4318.875 4335.125  A   
  Lick_Fe4383 4369.125 4420.375 4359.125 4370.375 4442.875 4455.375  A   
  Lick_Ca4455 4452.125 4474.625 4445.875 4454.625 4477.125 4492.125  A   
  Lick_Fe4531 4514.250 4559.250 4504.250 4514.250 4560.500 4579.250  A   
   Lick_C4668 4634.000 4720.250 4611.500 4630.250 4742.750 4756.500  A   
   Lick_Hb    4847.875 4876.625 4827.875 4847.875 4876.625 4891.625  A   
  Lick_Fe5015 4977.750 5054.000 4946.500 4977.750 5054.000 5065.250  A   
     Lick_Mg1 5069.125 5134.125 4895.125 4957.625 5301.125 5366.125  mag 
     Lick_Mg2 5154.125 5196.625 4895.125 4957.625 5301.125 5366.125  mag 
     Lick_Mgb 5160.125 5192.625 5142.625 5161.375 5191.375 5206.375  A   
  Lick_Fe5270 5245.650 5285.650 5233.150 5248.150 5285.650 5318.150  A   
  Lick_Fe5335 5312.125 5352.125 5304.625 5315.875 5353.375 5363.375  A   
  Lick_Fe5406 5387.500 5415.000 5376.250 5387.500 5415.000 5425.000  A   
  Lick_Fe5709 5696.625 5720.375 5672.875 5696.625 5722.875 5736.625  A   
  Lick_Fe5782 5776.625 5796.625 5765.375 5775.375 5797.875 5811.625  A   
     Lick_NaD 5876.875 5909.375 5860.625 5875.625 5922.125 5948.125  A   
    Lick_TiO1 5936.625 5994.125 5816.625 5849.125 6038.625 6103.625  mag 
    Lick_TiO2 6189.625 6272.125 6066.625 6141.625 6372.625 6415.125  mag 
Lick_Hd_A     4083.500 4122.250 4041.600 4079.750 4128.500 4161.000 A 
Lick_Hg_A     4319.750 4363.500 4283.500 4319.750 4367.250 4419.750 A 
Lick_Hd_F     4091.000 4112.250 4057.250 4088.500 4114.750 4137.250 A 
Lick_Hg_F     4331.250 4352.250 4283.500 4319.750 4354.750 4384.750 A 
DTT_CaII8498  8483.000 8513.000 8447.500 8462.500 8842.500 8857.500  A 
DTT_CaII8542  8527.000 8557.000 8447.500 8462.500 8842.500 8857.500  A 
DTT_CaII8662  8647.000 8677.000 8447.500 8462.500 8842.500 8857.500  A 
DTT_MgI8807   8799.500 8814.500 8775.000 8787.000 8845.000 8855.000  A 
 BH_CNB        3810.0    3910.0    3785.0    3810.0    3910.0    3925.0    mag 
 BH_HK         3925.0    3995.0    3910.0    3925.0    3995.0    4010.0    mag 
 BH_CaI        4215.0    4245.0    4200.0    4215.0    4245.0    4260.0    mag 
 BH_G          4285.0    4315.0    4275.0    4285.0    4315.0    4325.0    mag 
 BH_Hb         4830.0    4890.0    4800.0    4830.0    4890.0    4920.0    mag 
 BH_MgG        5150.0    5195.0    5125.0    5150.0    5195.0    5220.0    mag 
 BH_MH         4940.0    5350.0    4740.0    4940.0    5350.0    5550.0    mag 
 BH_FC         5250.0    5280.0    5225.0    5250.0    5280.0    5305.0    mag 
 BH_NaD        5865.0    5920.0    5835.0    5865.0    5920.0    5950.0    mag 

################################################################################ 
# Lick indices from Worthey et al., 1994, ApJS, 94, 687 & 
# Worthey and Ottaviani, 1997, ApJS, 111, 377 
# BH indices from Brodie and Hanes (see Huchra et al. 1996, ApJS, 102, 29) 
# DTT indices from Diaz, Terlevich, & Terlevich, 1989, MNRAS, 239, 325 
################################################################################ 
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Time evolution of SSP spectra
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Bruzual & Charlot (2003)



Stefano Zibetti - INAF OAArcetri - Astrophysics of Galaxies  - Course 2019/2020 - Lecture III

Colour evolution 
of a SSP
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Bruzual &
 C

harlot (2003)

Vazdekis et al. (2010)
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Energy budget from different 
phases

In the optical range the spectrum is 
always  dominated  by  MS  stars. 
Among  them,  the  most  luminous 
are the ones close to the Turn-Off 
(TO) point.
Qualitatively, the optical spectrum 
of  a  SSP as  a  function  of  time  is 
similar  to  the  one  of  the  stars 
getting off the MS at that time.
In  the  NIR the  main  contributors 
are  always  cool  giant  stars,  with 
MS stars  never  contributing more 
than 30%
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Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

~1 Gyr

~5 Gyr

~10 Gyr

>12 Gyr

<~107 yr

~5 107 yr

Spectral types and 
their approximate age 
at the turn-off 

Age(TO)
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Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

~1 Gyr

~5 Gyr

~10 Gyr

>12 Gyr

<~107 yr

~5 107 yr

Spectral types and 
their approximate age 
at the turn-off 

Age(SSP)/GyrAge(TO)
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
1. the Balmer lines
✤ Approximated physical treatment

✤ Balmer series in absorption: e- excited n=2 → n>2

✤ Absorption strength proportional to relative abundance of  neutral H 
atoms N2 in n=2 state to total (neutral atoms in all states + ions)

✤ Approximate 

✤ Absorption strength ∝

✤ From Boltzmann eqtn. (equilibrium of excited levels) :

✤ From Saha-Boltzmann eqtns. (equilibrium between ground state and 
ions): 

✤ Combine: 

✤ ⇒ Strength peaks around a Temperature of the order of the excitation 
Energy

T21 = E21/k = 13.6eV/k(1 − 1/22) ∼ 1.2 × 105K
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
1. the Balmer lines

H𝛼

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

HαHβHγ
Hδ

Hε

Balmer limit
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
1. the Balmer lines

H𝛼

Age(SSP)/Gyr

Introduction to Astronomy & Astrophysics:  Stellar Populations 2010 Lecture 1 

Population Synthesis Models

Main sequence star spectra (ordered by Teff)

Standard UBVRI filters

BOLOMETRIC CORRECTION

Describes how total luminosity translates to 
flux measured through a particular filter.

HαHβHγ
Hδ

Hε

Balmer limit
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
1. the Balmer lines
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
1. the Balmer lines Age(SSP)/Gyr
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
2. other lines

✤ Dependence on 

✤ Chemical 
abundance [X/H]  
(“metallicity”)*

✤ <Teff>, which in 
turn depends on 
age and 
metallicity

Page 23

Variation of absorption lines along the Harvard sequence, i.e. as a function of Teff

Roman number indicate the ionization stage of the atoms: e.g., H I means neutral hydro-
gen, He II corresponds to He+, Si III to SI++ etc.

Astrophysics Introductory Course Fall 2001

* [X/H] denotes the log of abundance of element X with respect to Hydrogen normalised to the same quantity 
measured in the Solar atmosphere.

* If [X/H] is averaged over all “metals” it can be denoted as [M/H] or log(Z/Z⦿) and referred to as “metallicity”
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Age dependence of metal indices

Vazdekis et al. (2010)
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Balmer break / D4000 break

✤ Balmer-series limit 
combined with many metal 
absorptions

✤ Monotonic age indicator

✤ Affected by metallicity as 
well

Kauffmann et al. (2003)

2.5 Z⊙

Z⊙

0.2 Z⊙
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Line strength evolution of an SSP 
3. index grids

✤ No spectral index is pure 
age nor pure metallicity 
indicator

✤ Combine indices in grids

✤ Find a combination that is 
as much “orthogonal” as 
possible 

Vazdekis et al. (2010)
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Dust: extinction vs attenuation
✤ Extinction measures the total loss of light along a single line of sight:  

absorption + off-scatter
✤ Attenuation:

✤ light can be scattered both out of and into a given line of sight
✤ the geometrical distribution of dust with respect to the stars strongly affects the 

resulting SED

***
***

HII HI
***
*** ISM

*
*

*

*

*

*

*
*

*
*

*

* * *

*

*

*

*

*

*

*

HI HII

ABSORPTION OF STARLIGHT BY DUST IN GALAXIES 719

which they are born. Line photons produced in the H II

regions and the nonionizing continuum photons from
young stars are absorbed in the same way by dust in the
outer H I envelopes of the birth clouds and the ambient
ISM. The birth clouds, however, have a Ðnite lifetime. Thus,
nonionizing ultraviolet and optical photons from stars that
live longer than the birth clouds are absorbed only by the
ambient ISM. This allows the ultraviolet continuum to be
less attenuated than the emission lines. Our model builds on
several previous studies. For example, Silva et al. (1998)
considered the e†ects of a Ðnite lifetime of stellar birth
clouds on the continuum but not the line emission from
galaxies. Here, we treat the transfer of radiation (especially
scattering) in an approximate way, which would preclude a
detailed description of surface brightnesses but should be
appropriate for angle-averaged quantities such as lumi-
nosities. Our model succeeds in accounting quantitatively
for all the available observations of an ultraviolet-selected
sample of nearby starburst galaxies.

We present our model in ° 2, where we express the e†ec-
tive absorption curve describing the global transmission of
radiation in terms of the di†erent components of the ISM.
In ° 3, we compare our model with observations and iden-
tify the speciÐc inÑuence of each parameter on the di†erent
integrated spectral properties of galaxies. One outcome of
our detailed analysis is a remarkably simple recipe for
absorption, which provides a good approximation to the
observed mean relations and is easy to incorporate into any
population synthesis model. In ° 4, we explore how the
spatial distribution of dust can be constrained by the obser-
vations. Our conclusions are summarized in ° 5.

2. DEFINITION OF THE MODEL

We Ðrst introduce some notation and nomenclature that
will help specify our model. The luminosity per unit wave-
length emerging at time t from a galaxy illuminated byL j(t)an internal stellar population can be expressed generally as

L j(t) \P
0

t
dt@ t(t [ t@)Sj(t@)Tj(t, t@) . (1)

Here t(t [ t@) is the star formation rate at time t [ t@, Sj(t@)is the luminosity emitted per unit wavelength and per unit
mass by a stellar generation of age t@, and is theTj(t, t@)
““ transmission function,ÏÏ deÐned as the fraction of the radi-
ation produced at wavelength j at time t by a generation of
stars of age t@ that escapes from the galaxy. Thus, Tj(t, t@)
must be regarded as the average transmission along rays
emanating in all directions from all stars of age t@ within the
galaxy. Since absorption and scattering by dust will cause
the radiation to emerge anisotropically to some degree, L jcan be measured only by a hypothetical set of detectors
completely surrounding the galaxy. In practice, this means
that equation (1) gives the mean of where D is the4nD2fj,
distance and is the observed Ñux, for an ensemble offjrandomly oriented but otherwise similar galaxies.

For some purposes, it is convenient to reexpress asL j(t)the product of a mean transmission function weighted by
the luminosity of each stellar generation and the totalT1 j(t)unattenuated stellar luminosity :

L j(t) \ T1 j(t)
P
0

t
dt@ t(t [ t@)Sj(t@) , (2)

T1 j(t) 4
/0t dt@ t(t [ t@)Sj(t@)Tj(t, t@)

/0t dt@ t(t [ t@)Sj(t@)
. (3)

We often reexpress in terms of an ““ e†ectiveT1 j(t)absorption ÏÏ optical depth indicated by a caret andqü j(t)deÐned by

T1 j(t) 4 exp [[qü j(t)] . (4)

This nomenclature emphasizes that the luminosity of a
galaxy is diminished purely by the absorption of photons.2
However, since scattering may also a†ect the path lengths of
the photons through the ISM before they are absorbed, qü j(t)will di†er in general from the true absorption curve deter-
mined by the optical properties of the dust grains. The
fraction of stellar radiation not transmitted by the ISM,

is absorbed by dust. Using equation (2) andT1 j(t),integrating over all wavelengths, we obtain the total lumi-
nosity absorbed and reradiated by dust

L dust(t) \P
0

=
dj [1 [ T1 j(t)]

P
0

t
dt@ t(t [ t@)Sj(t@) . (5)

We now specify our model for computing the above
properties of galaxies. This amounts to specifying the trans-
mission function Our goal is to parameterize onlyTj(t, t@).
those features of the ISM that are essential to understand-
ing the main physical e†ects of dust on the integrated spec-
tral properties of galaxies. We adopt the simple but fairly
conventional view illustrated in Figure 1. Young stars
ionize H II regions in the inner parts of the dense (mostly
molecular) clouds in which they are born. Line photons
produced in the H II regions and the nonionizing contin-
uum photons from young stars propagate through the outer
H I envelopes of these ““ birth clouds ÏÏ and then through the
““ ambient ISM ÏÏ before they escape from the galaxy. Both

2 The optical depth deÐned by eq. (4) has also been referred to byqü jseveral other names in the literature, including the optical depth of
““ apparent extinction,ÏÏ ““ e†ective extinction,ÏÏ ““ attenuation,ÏÏ
““ obscuration,ÏÏ and ““ absorption.ÏÏ

FIG. 1.ÈSchematic representation of the birth cloud and ambient ISM
surrounding each generation of stars in a model galaxy (see text). Rays
leaving in di†erent directions are also shown.
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FIG. 9.ÈOptical depth of graphite-silicates dust plotted against wave-
length. The dotted lines are the true absorption curves of the Milky Way,
LMC, and SMC, while the dashed lines are the corresponding curves when
isotropic scattering is included (eq. [19]). These are based on the Draine &
Lee (1984) model but with the proportions of graphite and silicates adjust-
ed so as to Ðt the observed mean extinction curves of the three galaxies (Pei
1992). The solid line is a power law of index m \ 1.3. All curves are normal-
ized to unity at 5500 A! .

observed. We now examine the other two models of the
ambient ISM speciÐed in ° 2. Again, these should be regard-
ed only as convenient approximations to more realistic dis-
tributions of dust. In the following, we adopt the same
e†ective starburst age, t, lifetime of birth clouds, andtBC,
fraction of dust in the ionized gas, f, as in our standard
model in ° 3 (eq. [30]).

We Ðrst consider the mixed-slab model for the ambient
ISM. In this case, is related to the optical depthqü jISMthrough the slab in the direction normal to the surface,

by equations (10) and (23). By analogy with ourqjsl P j~m,
standard model in ° 3, we adopt for the opticalqü

V
BC \ 1.0

depth of the birth clouds and take Figure 10 showsq
V
sl \ 0.5.

the total e†ective absorption curve at t \ 3 ] 108 yr with
m \ 1.3. A comparison with Figure 5 shows that this is very
similar to the total e†ective absorption curve of the stan-
dard model with n \ 0.7 in ° 3. To understand the origin of
this result, we plotted as a function of and noticedqü jISM qjslthat the simple formula approximatesqü jISM B (qjsl)1@2 qü jISMwith an accuracy of 5% or better over the whole range

(at low optical depths, is closer to This1 [ qjsl [ 10 qü jISM qjsl).weak dependence of on arises from the fact that, forqü jISM qjsllarge sources located at high optical depths from theqjsl,surface of the slab contribute very little to the emergent
light. In the ultraviolet, therefore, where is greater thanqjslunity, the wavelength dependence of is closer to j~m@2qü jISMthan to j~m in the model of Figure 10. Hence, for reason-
able assumptions about the optical properties of the dust, a
mixed-slab model for the ambient ISM can produce an
e†ective absorption curve similar to that required by the
observed relation between and b.L dust/L 1600Mixed-slab models, however, cannot accommodate the
full range of observations. In Figure 11, we show the analog

FIG. 10.ÈE†ective absorption curve (as deÐned by eq. [4]) of a model
with e†ective starburst age t \ 3 ] 108 yr in which the ambient ISM is
represented by a mixed slab (solid line). The optical depth of the dust is
assumed to have the form with m \ 1.3 (dotted line). The short-qj P j~m
dashed curve is the standard model of eq. (30), and the long-dashed curve is
from Calzetti et al. (1994). All curves are normalized to unity at 5500 A! .

of Figure 6 for models with and m \ 1.3. At lowqü
V
BC \ 2q

V
sl

optical depths, i.e., for the models reproduce wellqü
V
BC [ 1,

the observed relation between and b, as notedL dust/L 1600above. At larger optical depths, however, the models deviate
markedly from the observations. This upturn, which per-
sists over the range 1.0 ¹ m ¹ 1.5, is entirely a consequence
of absorption in the ambient ISM because, for large optical
depths of the birth clouds, i.e., for b andqü

V
BC Z 1, L dust/L 1600are controlled by (Figs. 2c and 2d). The reason for thisqü jISMbehavior can be traced back to the fact that scales onlyqü jISMas for As increases in Figure 11,(qjsl)1@2 qjsl Z 1. q

V
sl qü jISMapproaches a power law of index m/2 over a range that

expands toward progressively longer wavelengths (since
Once the power-law shape extends over theqjsl P q

V
sl j~m).

entire ultraviolet wavelength range, increasing no longerq
V
sl

a†ects b but continues to alter andL dust/L 1600, L Ha/L Hb,
This is an intrinsic limitation of the mixed-slab model.WHa.For large b cannot reach the very large values observedq

V
sl,

because sources at high optical depths from the surface of
the slab contribute very little to the emergent ultraviolet
radiation.

We now consider the discrete-cloud model for the
ambient ISM. In this case, is related to the opticalqü jISMdepth per cloud, and the mean number ofqjcP j~m,
clouds along a line of sight, by the expressionn, qü jISM \ n[1

(eqs. [10] and [25]). Thus, does not a†ect[exp ([qjc)] n
the wavelength dependence of To illustrate the e†ectiveqü jISM.
absorption curves of the discrete-cloud models, we Ðx

and experiment with di†erent optical depths ofqü
V
BC \ 1.0

the clouds, 0.3, and 0.5. By analogy with ourq
V
c \ 0.1,

standard model in ° 3, we adjust so that the mean opticaln
depth along a line of sight is in each case.nq

V
c \ 0.5

Figure 12 shows the total e†ective absorption curves at t \
3 ] 108 yr for these models with m \ 1.3. The models exhibit

Charlot & Fall (2000); see Chevallard et al. (2013) for updated modeling

Extinction curves Effective attenuation curves
more “grey”!
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Dust “the hard way”: radiative 
transfer codes
✤ Trace the scattering, absorption and re-emission of photons in realistic 

distributions of dust and stars

✤ TRADING (Bianchi 2008)

✤ GRASIL (Silva et al. 1998)

✤ SUNRISE (Johnson 2006)

✤ SKIRT (Baes & Dejonghe 2002)

✤ Tuffs & Popescu

✤ ....

Extinction:
scattering or 
absorption ?

Out of dust:
observed

RT and the Monte Carlo Method 

Several images

The path of a photon  through dust

Emission
from stars

courtesy of Simone Bianchi
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Real galaxies vs models

NGC 5746 

V band

K’ band

model

model

+ 6 other objects 
Bianchi (2007)


