International Law (Prof. A. Bultrini) – Academic Year 2019-2020
Examination method
The examination is exclusively written and is divided into two parts. You are expected to complete your answers to the first part within 2 hours at the most and those to the second part within 1 hour and a half at the most. A pause of at least half-an-hour is provided between the two parts.
The first part of the examination is structured as follows:
· three open questions (the first one is worth 4 points and the remaining two are worth 3 points each);
· one practical problem/application (worth 4 points);

· four multiple-choice questions (each one is worth 1 point).

The second part of the examination is structured as follows:

· two open questions (each one is worth 3 points);

· one problem/application (worth 2 points);

· four multiple-choice questions (each one is worth 1 point).
The total number of points corresponds to 30, i.e. the highest score in the Italian University system; 18 out of 30 is the minimum to succeed the exam.
Open questions and practical problems/applications will be assessed between 0 and the maximum score which is assigned to each question or problem/application.
However, any grave error in the answers to open questions or practical problems will entail a penalty of minus 1 point.

Especially good and/or well written answers, e.g. including relevant details and/or examples, can be awarded an additional + mark. At least one + mark would lead the examination panel to round up the final score should it end by a decimal (…,5), otherwise the final score would be rounded down. At least three + marks, including at least one + mark to one of the two problems/applications, would lead the examination panel to round up where appropriate and to assign 1 extra point to the final overall result (as well as the honours/cum laude if appropriate, i.e. if the final overall result totals 30/30).
As far as open questions are concerned, the expected level of detail can be defined as follows: key concepts and legal principles, plus any relevant exception, in accurate and sufficiently precise terms. Such key concepts and legal principles, including any relevant exception, are basically those that have been discussed during the course. The textbook plays the complementary function of enabling students to attain the said accuracy and to refine on the terminology.

As to cases, they may be used and possibly referred to in order to illustrate key concepts and rules. Having said that, reference to cases is expected, in the context of the exam, whenever case-law has a special relevance with regard to a particular issue and these situations have - again - been highlighted during the course. Of course, the textbook is an important tool to recover such especially important case-law.

As far as multiple-choice questions are concerned, each one of these questions is worth 1 point (so in total they account for 8 points out of 30). A wrong answer or no answer entail the loss of the single point that each multiple-choice question is assigned (in other words, in those cases – wrong or no answer - that single point is deducted from the total of 30 points).
However, a wrong answer or no answer to a multiple-choice question labelled as “IMPORTANT” will entail an additional penalty of minus 1 point (so in this case 2 points would be deducted from the final total score).

The day of the exam candidates are informed of the date, time and location of the discussion of the exam’s results.

Please note:

Candidates who would eventually decide to not attend a given exam session, after having enrolled online, are kindly requested to inform Prof. Bultrini in advance.
