






Median	is	a	robust	sta=s=cs!	



	Should	we	choose	the	median	or	the	
mean?		

	
Provided	 the	 distribu8on	 is	 reasonably	 symmetric	 (and	 in	
par8cular	 if	 the	 data	 follow	 the	 ‘normal’	 distribu8on,	 which	 is	
introduced	in	the	next	lessons)	we	tend	to	prefer	the	mean,	giving	
a	be"er	es8mate	because	it	uses	the	magnitudes	of	all	the	data.		

	
If,	 however,	 the	 distribu8on	 is	 skewed,	 the	 median	 is	 oFen	
preferred	since	it	is	a	be"er	indica8on	of	the	centre.	























	The	difficult	procedure	is	to	find	the	cause	of	
the	large	diameters…	



environmental	variables	(units	=	…)	

environmental	variables	(units…)	










