
Development Economics
International Law Exam of 10 September 2019 (Prof. Antonio Bultrini) 
Part I
Open questions
1) Illustrate the fundamental principles that apply in the field of the settlement of international disputes, the most important/common methods for settling international disputes and their main features and differences. (4 points)

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________




2) What are the role and the composition of the General Assembly of the United Nations? What sort of decisions can it take and which value do they have? Do they have any relevance for the development of international law? (3 points)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3) Explain from which moment exactly (and for whom) treaties become legally binding.  (3 points)
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________







Practical problem no. 1 (4 points)
Last August US President Trump declared its intention to purchase Greenland. Greenland, which is the largest island in the world, is inhabited by a population of 57,000 (88% of whom are Inuit), and is one of the three constituent countries of the Kingdom of Denmark. Greenland enjoys self-rule, although the Kingdom retains sovereignty over defense and foreign affairs. Denmark refused the US offer.
Taking account of the above:
a) how would a possible purchase of Greenland by the US be termed under international law?
b) under international law, would it be illegal, unconditionally legal or legal under certain conditions (and in the latter case, which one/s)?
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________






Multiple-choice questions (1 point each)
1) According to the voting procedure in the United Nations Security Council: (IMPORTANT QUESTION)

a) decisions on non-procedural matters require an affirmative vote by permanent members (but abstentions by the latter do not count as a negative vote);
b) decisions on non-procedural matters require an affirmative vote by permanent members (and abstentions by the latter do count as a negative vote);
c) decisions on procedural matters require an affirmative vote by permanent members (but in this case abstentions by the latter do count as a negative vote).

2) If a treaty or a treaty norm qualifies as “self-executing”, the most desirable method (from the point of view of international law) for enabling its operation at domestic level would be:

a) transformation;
b) automatic incorporation;
c) automatic transformation.

3) The term “acquiescence” refers to:

a) the absence of protest by States particularly interested in a given matter; 
b) acceptance of the other party’s claim in the context of an international judicial proceeding, leading to the acquiescent State losing its case;
c) explicit recognition by a State of a given situation by means of a diplomatic note.

4) According to the Charter of the United Nations, membership in the organization is open to:

a) only States;
b) States and international organizations;
c) States and special interstate organizations such as the European Union.
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Part II

Open questions

1) What characterizes personal immunity vis-à-vis functional immunity? Quote at least one example where the former applies. (3 points)
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2) What are the distinctive features of the “common heritage of mankind” legal concept? Mention at least one concrete area of international law in which it applies. (3 points)
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Practical problem no. 2 (2  points)
In the light of all the information contained in the two articles herewith attached, specify how the measure which is being envisaged (banning the import of Brazilian beef) exactly qualifies under international law, and why.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Multiple-choice questions (1 point each)
1) Indicate which one of the following zones does not need to be declared by the coastal State for the latter to be able to exercise the rights that are connected to it:

a) the continental shelf;
b) the exclusive economic zone;
c) the contiguous zone.

2) Third States’ rights in the exclusive economic zone of a coastal State do not include: 

a) the right to conduct marine scientific research;
b) the laying or maintenance of cables or pipelines on the shelf;
c) free overflight.

3) Choose the correct statement:

a) [bookmark: _GoBack]the continental shelf has a minimum width of 200 nautical miles;
b) the exclusive economic zone has a minimum breadth of 200 nautical miles;
c) the contiguous zone has a minimum extension of 24 nautical miles.

4) In the field of State succession:

a) there may be a principle in international law to the effect that the successor state should provide for the possibility of nationals of the predecessor state, living in or having a substantial connection with the territory taken over by the successor state, to acquire the nationality of the successor state;
b) there is no such principle in international law and the successor state may well order the nationals of the predecessor state living in or having a substantial connection with the territory taken over by the successor state to leave the territory at issue;
c) all that the nationals of the predecessor state living in or having a substantial connection with the territory taken over by the successor state are entitled to is to retain the nationality of the predecessor State with a view to avoiding the risk of becoming stateless.
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