
Geochemistry is the science that deals with the 
chemical composition and chemical changes and 

reactions in the solid Earth and its very components: 
 

 lithosphere: rocks and minerals,  
 

hydrosphere: oceans, rivers, lakes, and groundwater,  
 

atmosphere: the gaseous shell of our planet.  

More specifically, it investigates the relative 
abundance, distribution, and transport of Earth’s 

chemical elements and their isotopes. 

Victor	Moritz	Goldschmidt		(1888	–	1947)	



Environmental	geochemistry	inves@gates	the	impact	of	natural	geochemical	processes,	
and	 anthropogenic	 (human-induced)	 environmental	 perturba@ons	 on	 our	 natural	
systems	as	well	as	on	human	health.	
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