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Open space system
Landscape is formed by the system of built spaces and the system of open spaces.

the set of unbuilt areas, open spaces and landscape are the system in which the built part of the city is 

inside.

Therefore, the "empty" is the main coordinator of the landscape as a value and container 
resources: it takes on a strategic role in the process of redevelopment.

In an open space it should be recognized the diversities: environmental, historical, cultural, 
ecological and natural that characterize it.

Reading the signs:
- anthropic signs (design of the historic, modern and contemporary city, the fabric of open 
spaces and its equipment, ...), 
- ecological environment relationships (water, vegetation, continuity and permeability of the 
urban fabric, the areas of relevance as gardens, the countryside and the forest, the residual 
areas ….) 
- visual value (internal and with the context) functional and spatial relationships (by roads and 
paths)



	

The open space is the 
inverted image of the city

if properly designed, developed 
as system and hierarchical 
organized, it forms the 
connective tissue within the city 
lives: 

in this approach the "green" is 
no longer a flat colored surface 
but it acquires a fundamental
strategic role, it becomes the 
engine of redevelopment 
processes of the anthropic and 
urbanized environments, bearer 
of "nature" and of social and 
collective life.



The target: linking open spaces 

Richard Rogers, Urban Task Force, Towards an 
urban renaissance, E & FN SPON, London 1999



Project of open space system

The project is always, by definition, a conceptual act.
Every conceptual act, is a concept that is created and shaped by an idea.

Each design conception has one or more contexts of reference.
They can be considered in an explicit or implicit way, conscious or unconscious, voluntary or involuntary. 

In the landscaping project, the landscape itself is the only context which is not avoidable, as the subject 
recipient of the creative impulse.

The project, today, should not only play a technical role, in response to specific functional requirements, 
but also a cultural role, making an important contribution in increasing awareness of society towards 
contemporary issues.

The whole community has an active fundamental role: landscape as a place of life of the people 
(European Convention) 
It is even the daily space, the suburbs and the Old Town – it is a responsibility of all, to all. 
Perceive the landscape, even the degraded and compromise, as heritage, allows communities to ensure 
its preservation and redevelopment, as of developing a sense of deep foundation of innovation.

Each person works  and expresses his mark, as a gardener of a planetary garden, striking image suggested by Gilles 
Clément, who writes: "Earth taken as territory reserved to life is an enclosed space, limited by the boundaries of the 

systems of life (the biosphere). In short, a garden. Just enunciated, this statement nails every human being, as a 
passenger on Earth, its responsibility as guardian of the living world that has received in management. And there it 
becomes a gardener. “

The project becomes the tool to convey the qualities expressed or requests by the experts and by the 
population in the city transformation for the purpose of creating new landscapes.



“When I’m called to design a site I don’t look it as a blank slate on which to play something, where to draw a pleasant

subject or impose by force a sign.(…)

I walk the place trying to unravel the secrets (...) Not all of these considerations will flow into the project (...)

In this way ideas born: as intimate interpretations of emotions, born from a careful look, but also a playful look. (...) A

space can never be separated from all that surrounds it, (...) nor it can rise to a closed and self-referential design gesture.

Each project should start with questioning the apparent legitimacy of the agreed limits for operation, with the refusal to

let the landscape fragments in many soils blind action with respect to each other. (...)

You have to avoid being under the influence of an exclusive area. You must flee from, to distance, reach the limits in order

to discover the different possible ways in which to escape. (...)

In the landscape there is no limit so hard, so close that you can’t open to spaces of intermediate (...). To explore the

horizons of a landscape, you must engage in a double movement: one that takes us away from the place and considered

us free from its influence and vice versa what makes us retrace our steps and enter into his intimacy through a meticulous

and progressive exfoliation of its different states limit ".

Michel Corajoud (Franco Zagari, “Questo è paesaggio”, Roma 2006).



The redevelopment of the city requires the identification of a strategy on the urban scale, 

which allows to enhance existing resources in terms of the logic of the system and which can then be 
articulated in structure of individual spaces that the city offers.

A “landscape approach” tends to favor relations in the city and in the countryside, according to the principle 

that whole is more than the sum of the parts, involving the whole historic and 

contemporary urban body.

Giving a “landscape meaning” to a project requires an ethical conception on which to base the 

capital resources. The approval of these resources, within the fabric of the city, allows the creation 

of an extensive network based on the attribution of value to every open spaces available, the 

institutionally identified and the everyday use ones.  



In the cities there are a series of problems related to different scales of the urban landscape: from the 
shortcomings of compositional language to the lack of functional role of the spaces, or the randomness of 
the multiple devices for street furniture. 

We can recognize some critical points recurring:

What is missing?

balance of scale – lack of balance of scale that covers both the 

relationship between objects and spaces that contain them, and the 
relationships between the spaces and the system as a whole

lack of relations - lack of system open spaces relations, in terms of 

perception of the closeness between the spaces and the continuity 
of the system

balance of semiotic - sobriety and extent of the signs. Widespread 

lack of characterizing signs, contrasts in certain cases for an excess of 
signs which makes difficult the reading and understanding spaces

confused image - undifferentiated and inconsistency with the 

environment, with the use of languages strongly inhomogeneous, 
in architecture, accommodation, furnishings.



How regenerate the city: with a contemporary language

Main targets:
- The functional hierarchy and the morphological consistency with the scale of the public space;
- The morphological composition of open public spaces to form sub-unit complex;
- The contemporaneity of the design language for the preservation and development of the historical 
memories of the city;
- The structural and functional integration of the vegetation (trees and shrubs) to improve the quality of 
the urban habitat;
- the measured and integrated use of lighting systems, signaling and furnishing of public spaces.



methodology



Analysis
To identify the key characteristics of the landscape

All the open spaces (= empty areas) are represented

open space survey:

1 structure of the existing greenery

graphical representation of the existing vegetation, essential basis on which the project is
founded (represent: trees, lawns, hedges and shrubs only if they are very extended)

2 functions and roles of existing open spaces

use of open spaces

-3 values

-historic architectural values (monumental buildings…)

- natural values (natural areas, parks...)

4 visibility and perception (footpaths, trails, points of aggregation, rows of trees, visual lines,
emerging elements, detractors ...)

Diagnosis
critical issues and potentialities (barrier, use interrupted, marginal places or without character,
items to enhance and strengthen ...)

Project (master plan)
Vision of new structure and organization of open spaces that combine existing open spaces
with projected ones

Scale: 1:10.000/1:5000/1:2000/1:1000

1

2

3



Open space survey

Structure of existing
greenery

1



Open space types:
Must be observed every 
unbuilt areas, open spaces 
and landscape

Open space survey

Functions and roles of the existing open spaces

Open space system (south-east of Florence)



Open space survey non-exhaustive list

• 1. Open spaces for agricultural production or non-urban
- Woods, 
- Meadows, pastures
- All agricultural and horticultural
- Fish production in water reserves
- Areas for the extraction of sand, gravel, clay, etc..

• 2. Open spaces for the conservation of resources
- Land for recharging aquifers
- Wetlands and nature reserves
- Forests of natural interest
- Geomorphological resources, mineral, fossil
- Areas of historical and cultural interest.

• 3. Open spaces for urban sanitation
- Green belts to reduce noise
- Bands windbreak
- Wooded areas for air purification
- Green areas for the separation of conflicting land uses
- Landfills 

• 4. Open spaces for environmental protection
- river expansion areas 

- Areas of reclamation and drainage channels
- Areas subject to landslides
- Areas and constraints of respect (eg. The cemetery and roads)

•

5. Open spaces for infrastructure and waterways
- Lines for electricity
- Pipelines, aqueducts
- Waterways, ditches and channels
- Railways and tramways
- Driveways at various levels
- parking

6. Open Spaces own social services
- schools
- hospitals
- Shopping centers
- Sports competitions
- Auditorium and conference rooms
- Equipment for mass spectacles
- Circuses, amusement park
- camping
- cemeteries
- Various technological systems

• 7. Open spaces for recreation and leisure
- Private gardens
- Gardens neighborhood
- Gardens and neighborhood parks
- Urban parks equipped
- Territorial parks

•
8. Open spaces for pedestrian mobility and assimilated
- Footpaths
- cycle paths
- Bike riding
- Waterways for boating and assimilated

•
9 Playgrounds and sports equipment base
- Farmyards game for children
- Playgrounds for children and teens
- Parks Robinson
- Basic sports centers
- Urban gardens and learning

•
10. Open-air museums
- Zoo and botanical gardens
- Gardens of acclimatization
- Exhibitions nurseries
- Areas for exhibitions and shows no permanent
- Historic Gardens public and private.



Tesi: Annalisa Lugli, Lorenzo Nofroni, Esther Métais, Master in paesaggistica  aa 2013-2014, relatori prof. E. Morelli, B. Foggi 

Open space survey
Functions and roles of the existing open spaces



spaces for mobility
(parkings, streets..)

Green spaces
(parks gardens, 

private and public)

other kinds of spaces
(cloisters, courtyards, pedestrian areas…)

Concorso  Progettazione di un sistema di spazi pubblici e relazionali nel centro storico di 
Teramo 2007/2008  Arch.tti A. Valentini, S. Olivieri, G. Paolinelli, P. Venturi, M. Saragoni, 

Open space survey
Functions and roles of the existing open spaces



Analysis of open spaces and architectural emergencies

The project is based on an analysis of the area, highlighting those that are the main issues, the major roads, the major green 
spaces, schools, facilities of social interest, all those elements that combine to create a network, a system on which 
necessarily report every design choice.

park

squaresMeeting spacesstreets

schoolsHistoric emergencies



Analysis of functions

Richard Rogers, Urban Task Force, Towards an urban renaissance, E & FN SPON, London 1999



Analysis of functions

Argingrossso
Progetto : arch. Andrea Meli (studio INLAND)



Open spaces survey

Open space system (north west of Florence)

squars., paths and public spaces along the
Mugnone and Terzolle river

Project: arch. Andrea Meli (studio INLAND),
arch.tti. D. Agostini, E. Campus, C.Lenzi, E. Morelli



System of Relations
squares and paths



1 2

3

Mineralization: high (red), medium (purple),
low or absent (green)

Presence of plants: absent (red), shrub 
(purple), arboreal and shrubby (green)

Vegetation cover: absent (red), low (purple), 
medium (light green), high (dark green)

other analysis



Visual analysis



Visual analysis

architectural landmarks (positive)

negative landmarks

Visibility and panoramic points



Visual analysis



Visual analysis

Towards the agricultural fields

Towards the hills

Towards the sea



2  Diagnosis



Concorso  Progettazione di un sistema di spazi pubblici e relazionali nel centro storico di Teramo 
2007/2008  Arch.tti A. Valentini, S. Olivieri, G. Paolinelli, P. Venturi, M. Saragoni, 

Master plan

3  Project



Concorso  Progettazione di un sistema di spazi pubblici e relazionali nel centro storico di Teramo 
2007/2008  Arch.tti A. Valentini, S. Olivieri, G. Paolinelli, P. Venturi, M. Saragoni, 

Master plan/ACTION FOR URBAN REQUALIFICATION

3  Project
Enhance
Transform
Link
Preserve



Master plan

Concorso  di idee per un territorio a misura di bambino (2003) A. Valentini, A. 
Meli, S. Giacomozzi, E. Campus, D. Agostini, C. Lenzi, M. Cei



Master plan

Tesi di laurea: Salvatore Biazzo, corso di laurea specialistica in Pianificazione e 
progettazione della Città e del Territorio aa 2009/2010 relatore prof. B. Guccione, 
correlatore arch. A. Valentini



Concorso  di idee per un territorio a 
misura di bambino (2003) A. Valentini, A. 
Meli, S. Giacomozzi, E. Campus, D. 
Agostini, C. Lenzi, M. Cei

The landscape project is nothing but the 
creative interpretation of the signs that 
man and nature have stratified over time 
and space.

Master plan


