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g6 tariguage in the News s

following *(not all -of which are strongly documented, but the
overall pictare. and case-are ‘overwhelmingly plausible):

e the use of male expressions generically to-include reference to
females, or. even exclusively to" refer, to females: nTan ‘chair=
map “spokesman’;

° similarly,m of the mascuhne pronoun_‘he’ to refer to
females in a generic, context: {‘a writer muste%fe-t}mt‘ he
daes not make libellots “statements’; except, preJud1;1ally, in
conventionally ‘female contexts: T‘a cook must keep her uten-
sils scrupul.ously clean’; .

® the use of marked expressions containing extra’ morphemes or

= == ®6tds to" refer:b”fémales implying c deviarice or 1rregular1ty or
; .at least drawmg attention gratﬁltously to the sex "of thé pétson
i refeﬁéa’fa ‘actress”, ‘poctess’, ‘lady doctor’, femT”account—
anf"‘marked“‘forlfgs for tret are almost non-existent, occurring

% only in contexts where the role is percewed as deviant: male.

. « -hurse’;
8, the use of diminutive -ahd Juvemle forms to refer to or address
s B women: Wmme , “sweetie’, gxrl =

S ® titles and address foring: the cHoxce between ‘Mrs’ and ‘Miss’,
forcing a-Woman' to declare her marifal statiis (§exual avail-
abxhty) where.a man, with just ‘Mr’, doges not have to do s0;

s the taking of the man’s name on m,arrlage ‘Mrs Sandra Smith’
: or even'‘Mrs John Smith’;

0 the over-lexicalization of womes: there are many more terms
< QI for~ mfor “Hief, thus indicating ‘that the culture
. ( regards women as having an abnormal status; many of these
{" terms are sexually abusive (* sfut ‘whore’), dehumanizing
(skirg’, ‘piece’), trivializing (* pen ch;ck ;) or sxgmfypossessmxx
by a male (‘wife’, ‘mistress?;
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