How to use Internet for listening

It is very important to have a reason to listen (blind listening is much more difficult), so if you do not have ready-made exercises to concentrate on while listening (for example because you are using satellite TV or Internet) here are some suggestions you can use with any listening material you might have: 

· always listen to the audio first without stopping it in order to give yourself a chance to get used to the speakers voice, intonation and accent;

· then listen again and this time try and complete the following questionnaire: 

	Headline/Title: 

What? 

Who? 

Where? 

When? 

Why? 

How? 
	Speaker/Reporter:


· If necessary, stop the audio and listen to the part again which contains the information you need to answer a question  but DO NOT try and understand EVERY word! 

· Once you have answered the questions, listen again and take note of any other information you can understand.

· If you have the transcript of the audio text then read it now WHILE listening to the speaker/s; if at the end you still have doubts about certain parts, take the dictionary and look up any unfamiliar words.

· To complete this type of exercise you should now listen to the audio again WITHOUT looking at the transcript in order to see how much more you understand this time and if necessary to revise wrong assumptions you might have made during the other listenings. 

· Finally: listen to the same piece again ANOTHER DAY, without reading the transcript - this reinforces your learning process enormously!

· And remember: the best way to learn new words or expressions and use them correctly is to study them as collocations, in context! 

In order to listen to audio pieces on Internet it is necessary to have appropriate audio software; Real Player, for example, can be downloaded for free at: http://www.real.com . Do not purchase Real Player. The free version is all you need for your listening practice. Look for the Free RealOne Player. Look carefully because it is in small print. 

Some interesting and useful listening sites: 
http://esl-lab.com 
Randall's ESL Cyber Listening Lab 
Select one of the medium or difficult quizzes. Do the pre-listening exercises. Listen to the conversation once. Read the comprehension questions and listen again. Read the transcript if necessary. 

http://www.cdlponline.org 
California Distance Learning Project 
Read news stories on many interesting topics. These stories have been made easier so you can read them. You can also listen to the story. Some stories have videos! There are learning activities to help you improve your language skills (vocabulary, select-a-word, multiple choice, sequencing, conclusions and show-and-tell). This site will help your English and also help you learn what is happening in the world around you! 

http://thewclc.ca/edge/ 
The Learning Edge 
The Learning Edge is a project of the Wellington County Learning Centre in Arthur , Ontario , Canada , in partnership with AlphaPlus/AlphaRoute. The site offers adult life skills content with excellent audio support. 

News stories 
http://www.voanews.com/specialenglish/ 
Voice of America (Special English) 
If you click on ‘Transcript Archive' in the menu bar you can find listenings with their transcripts! 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/worldservice/learningenglish/index.shtml 
BBC Learning English 
The special Business English section is very interesting!

http://www.economist.com
Other on-line news sites:

http://www.channel4.com/news 

http://www.guardian.co.uk
http://www.thetimes.co.uk
http://www.cnn.com
http://www.npr.org
Historical speeches 
http://www.historychannel.com/speeches/index.html 
Select one of them many speeches at this site. Read the background information given. 

Listen to the speech once to get a general idea. Listen a second time and take notes. Make sure you can answer the following questions: Who is the speaker? When was the speech delivered? What was said? 

Other sites 
List of listening links (various levels) 
http://www.lclark.edu/-krauss/toppicks/listening.html 
Soundportraits:     http://soundportraits.org 
Famous authors:  http://www.nytimes.com/books/specials/audio.html 
Grammar sites 
ESL BLUE(s). Take the diagnostic quiz. There are 25 questions. This will show you what grammar you need to practice. When you finish, click on "Correct Quiz". You will see the grammar you need to work on. There are some very interesting special effects in these exercises: 

http://www.collegeem.qc.ca/cemdept/anglais/trouble2.htm 
http://www.collegeem.qc.ca/cemdept/anglais/trouindx.htm 
http://www.nll.co.uk/testyour.htm
http://www.englishbos.com/bostonexamples.htm
You need to download ShockwaveÆ or FlashÆ. 

Language Reference 
Automatic Translator:   http://www.google.com/language_tools?hl=en 
Cambridge International Dictionary of English:  
 http://dictionary.cambridge.org/ 
Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English:       http://www.ldoceonline.com/ 

