
NEWS TRANSMISSION UP UNTIL
SIXTEENTH CENTURY



EARLY 16TH-CENTURY NEWS PAMPHLET

HEREAFTER ENSUE THE TREWE ENCOUNTER OR BATAYLE
LATELY DON BETWEENE. ENGLAND AND: SCOTLAND (1513)



OCCASIONAL
PAMPHLETS

They contain one, at most two news stories
There is no concept of periodicity. The 
pamphlet comes out once.
These occasional news pamphlets are not 
like newspapers as we understand the 
term. 







POST CONTAINING NEWS LETTERS AND 

PUBLICATIONS TRAVELLED AROUND EUROPE









REPORTING ITALIAN NEWS

From Venice the 6. of July 1621: On 
Sunday at night, certain men with 
Shippes well appointed, set upon the 
Ship called the Toro Negro, that lay 
richly laden to sayle to Constantinople, 
and having slain the Massaro, and cast 
him overboard, and taken certain balles 
lades with cloath of gold, silke and 
some Chests of Rials of Plate, they set 
fire on the Ship, whereby the great 
Gally called Balby, that lay not farre 
from it, was also fired, and much 
spoyled: there are five men taken were 
Actors there …

Di Venezia il 3 luglio 1621 … 
Sabbato notte in questo porto 
sendo andati alcuni con una 
Peota armati alla nave nominata 
Toro Negro, che carica di diverse 
riche merci stava di partenza per 
Cost.li, salitisi sopra uccisero il 
Massero, gettandolo in acqua, et 
poi levarono delle palle di 
pannine doro, e di seta …. già 
sono stati presi 3 imputati 
complici al tal maleficio.



Those parts of a published work that provide a framework for the written 
text. 

Paratextual elements typically include the title page, preface, 
contents pages, illustrations and appendices. Genette 
argues that although the paratext amounts to just a "a fringe 
of the printed text ... [it is] a privileged place of pragmatics 
and a strategy, of an influence on the public, an influence 
that [...] is at the service of a better reception for the text and 
a more pertinent reading of it" (1997 [1987]: 2). 

PARATEXT (1)



Size, format and binding begin the work of signification 
before the text/publication has even been read/opened. 

But white space could signify as much as black or red. In 
early modern England space, like leisure, was a mark of 
privilege. 

(Sharpe and Zwicker. 2003. “Introduction: discovering the renaissance reader” in Reading, 
Society and Politics in Early Modern England.)

PARATEXT (2)









TRANSLATION AND ENGLISH PRINT NEWS

(FEATURES AND AREAS OF RESEARCH)

• NO EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO TRANSLATION

• EXPLICIT REFERENCE TO TRANSLATION

• TRANSLATION FROM FOREIGN NEWS INTO ENGLISH

• TRANSLATION OF ENGLISH NEWS INTO OTHER

LANGUAGES

• TRANSLATION OFPERIODICAL NEWS

• TRANSLATION OFOCCASIONAL NEWS PUBLICATIONS






