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Abbreviations

The abbreviations used in this volume for periodicals and series are those recommended by the 
German Archaeological institute (Deutsches Archäologisches Institut): 
http://www.dainst.org/richtlinien.

Additionally, the following abbreviation is used:

BCILL     Bibliothèque des cahiers de l’Institut de Linguistique de Louvain
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›Unus pro omnibus, omnes pro uno‹:  
The Mycenaean Palace System

Birgitta Eder – Reinhard Jung

Abstract: The cultural unity that shapes the character of the Mycenaean palatial period between LH IIIA1 and LH 
IIIB Final has chronological as well as geographical limits, and thus cannot be merely accidental. As a historical 
phenomenon it deserves a thorough explanation, and recent discussion sees a growing number of scholars arguing for 
����\�������	"��������
��	�����������!�������!��	��Y�������������	"�����!��������	���������
���	"����������
Mycenaean political entity in the southern and central Aegean. Apart from a discussion of the limited data of the Linear 
~��\��=��	""������������	�	��������������#��	���������	"�����	��������>�����
�����!�	"����Z�����������������
period. In addition, we analyse the available historical references to the political power(s) of the Aegean in Egyptian 
��
�������\��������"��!�=	�Y�	"�Z����������������	���������	���

The almost uniform material culture of Mycenaean Greece was created during the palatial period 
of LH IIIA and B of the 14th and 13th����������~X����
�����Z���������Y	������������������	��-
��������!��Y���������	!��	��=����������������������">�#�
�����
�
�!��
�����	�	�����\���-
nation. Chronologically it is set apart from the pre-palatial and post-palatial periods. It succeeds 
a formative phase of LH I–II which is characterised by cultural and social plurality, and precedes 
��������������	"�����������
��	�������"���!����	����
����!���
�������	"�@��QQQX�

Geographical limits are made apparent by the distribution of Aegean LBA seals, Mycenaean 
�����"���������
��	�
� |�=�������=���������#��!	�"��� ����	!��������#����
��\�����#������	"�
Z��������������
���
��������
�=����>!�
���	������
�Y������=�������
�Z����������	�	��
��
����!����	!����{��	!���\���=	�Y�	"��	���������������������
����#����
���
�!���>"����
�
�	!�����	��	"����"����	"�Z���������=	�Y!�������������	!�����
�����!����	"��������Y�
mainland and the southern Aegean. Beyond the Aegean different rules applied, and the Bronze 
Age societies of Macedonia, Italy, Asia Minor and the wider Eastern Mediterranean integrated 
Mycenaean artefacts in very different ways into their cultural set-up.

Mere chance is certainly not the ruling principle behind this historical phenomenon which 
�����������
�������>	>
���
�������	��������Y�	=��
��������	=�������������	���������	��
	"��	=����Z��������������������!�"����	��
�	�����	#�������������[����
���	"��������
��	��-
ical system in Mycenaean Greece has gained considerable support in recent years from scholars 
=	�Y����=�������#�
�������	#�
�
�������@������~������1.

Administrative Tools: Tablets, Seals, Vase Inscriptions

The uniformity of the documents written in Linear B, which cover a period of about 250 years 
from the second half of the 15th century BC until the end of the 13th century BC, remains partic-
����������Y�������	!���	��	��	�[��������
�"�	!�]��	��	�Z�����������
!�������#���\������
��!��Y�������!�������	�	�������"������"	�!�����������	"���������
������	������������	������
��
but also with respect to lexicon and dialect. Moreover, these texts illustrate a uniform system of 

1 ^��#����;�����$+'���Z�����	������
����
¤����	��
�����������������	����
�����Û�����¤���
���������#���!�!��Û����
����	������]��>�����������������	�>�������������!�	���������	!!��>�	���Û����#������
��������	�������������
�	������
���	!������!������!���!�������
¤!�������
�����!�����!��¤�����ÿ���������	����	=�
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weights and measures, an apparently similar system of taxation, the same terminology for land 
������
�"	���������������	"�	"���������
�"����	������2. That is certainly unusual for independent 
�	�������������	����	!!	��"	��#������Y���
	!��
����
����	��	�����
������!����������������
��������`������Y���
	!������������!�	"���������������[���	�������������	����]	���������
�Y�������	���
��������	!!	������!�	"��
!�������	��"	���������Z��������������������
����
existence of a central authority which was interested in the preservation of this unity and had the 
means to secure it3.

In fact, even administrative systems of the same language, with a common origin and his-
torical phases of unity or conversion tend to develop their own terminology when they function 
separately from each other. A case in point is offered by the administrative jargon used in Germa-
�����
�{������=��������!������������	�������������������#���������
����������=�����"�=�
examples of differences in the bureaucratic terminology of the republican states of present-day 
Germany and Austria, which could easily be extended.

Austria Germany English translation

State Administration
Abgeordneter zum Nationalrat Bundestagsabgeordneter member of parliament

Landeshauptmann Ministerpräsident leader of a federal state 

angeloben vereidigen 	��Y�����	���	"�	"���

Bundesheer Bundeswehr federal armed forces 

Jus Jura law

Anmeldebescheinigung ���������Y���������������� residence permit statement (within EU)

Labour
Matura Abitur 
���	!�������"�����"	�����#�������
!����	��

�	���Y�##������ Tarifvertrag labour contract / wage agreement

Y���������� beurlauben to grant so. leave of absence 

pragmatisieren verbeamten to give so. the status of a civil servant 

Abfertigung {���
��� severance payment

]����	� Rente pension

Table 1: Examples of differences in the bureaucratic languages of Austria and Germany

����=��=	��
���Y��	��������������
!�������#�����"	�!������
�����	�	�����\������	��
��
� ��� "��� "�	!� ������ ���">�#�
������� ������� 	��� 
��#���� "	���� �����
� ���� ����	!��	�� ���
Mycenaean Greece and consider the uniformity to indicate administrative bonds which tied the 
regions together.

The same applies to Mycenaean clay nodules, which were employed at the interface of the 
central palace administration and the people and institutions outside the palace. The Mycenaean 
clay nodules are indeed different and less varied than the Neopalatial Minoan ones, but from pal-
ace to palace they remain in form and function almost identical4.

However, Linear B texts do not contain any explicit information about the character of the re-
lations between the individual Mycenaean palaces. The existence of relations among these palac-
es is beyond any doubt, because of the tight material interconnections between the sites over time. 

2 ^��#����;�����$+*�"����������;��'������]����!��;������$*%��$�;���[�����������"��������"	�����	!!	����
���
��	����
���	"����	�����!���!	��������
!������	����=�	�=�	��������	�
�ÿ�

3 ]	�����;��$�
4 ���������;��*��;£%�;���
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Fig. 1: Distribution of Linear B tablets and inscribed stirrup jars  
��"������Y����������;�$$��£������$��*��¥�������;�����$'�����$�=����

��	�����
�������	���

Fig. 2: Map of Bronze Age sites mentioned in the text
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[����"	��������
���	���������������������	"����@������~��\������
��	���������	"���"���!���
�
political landscape – that they do not contain direct information on the political organisation of 
Mycenaean Greece.

Inscribed transport or coarse-ware stirrup jars form the only group of Linear B documents 
which we can see to have been inter-regionally distributed (Fig. 1). Raw oil is one of the commod-
ities most commonly transported in these coarse-ware stirrup jars5, which were only produced in 
=��������
��������X�����������������������	�����	��������Y�!������
��]����#���{�"�������
recognized the written formula on those stirrup jars as referring to a production manager by his 
name, a production place by its toponym and the owner of the production unit by his name6. In 
the course of vase production the scribe in charge would inform the responsible potter how many 
jars were needed for a special order, and that scribe would write the necessary information on one 
or a few jars only in order to document the production and delivery process for the production 
manager(s)7 and the ordering party. The rest of the associated batch of jars remained uninscribed 
and was attached to the one carrying the written information. The batch of vases would stay to-
gether, because the administrative centre giving out the order was the receiver at the same time, 
��
��	�"����!��Y����
��=�����#	�#�
�����	��
��������������	���	"��������|������
���������
the inscribed from the non-inscribed ones. The inscription would refer to an order given out by 
a mainland or a Cretan centre, and the responsible scribes would register – partly on jars, partly 
on tablets – the data needed by the palatial bureaucracy on Crete and/or the mainland in order to 
	����������	
���	����
������	��	���������
������	�8.

As van Alfen explains, the longer inscriptions on the stirrup jars indicate obligations on a dif-
ferent hierarchical level than the shorter ones, because the distance between oil production and the 
administrative centre ordering the oil was longer than in the instances in which only the produc-
�	��!�����������!��=������
�
%. In four of those longer inscriptions the term wa-na-ka-te-ro, 
wanakteros���"�����������	������	������	������������#���	��wa����������������������	"����	=������
��!���^��������	"�������������|����=���"	��
��������������¥�£��10����[�������[��¥�+�%�����
`��������`@�¥�$����
���[�������[Q�¥�;%���[�����"	�����������	�����Y������"���	���	
���	��	���	����
estates11��{���!������������"	���X������������|����=����"	��
������������	"������������
������

������	���	���=	��
���Y��	���
�����
�=��������!�wa-na-ka-te-ro meant to the recipients of 
the three jars in Boeotia, in Attica and in the Argolid. The administration on the mainland, where 
�����	"�����������|��������#�
��=���	�#�	������������
�	�Y�	=��=���������	�����!��"�	!���
named owner or from one of several royal estates that existed at various places. However, there 
����	��

��	������"	�!��	��!�Y����������=�����=���\�	=��
�����	�����������"����
�	�������
inscription. There are two possible explanations: 1. The exclusive production of those coarse-ware 
�������|����	��X�����!����
������!�����#����������Y����	"�X������"�	�������	������������=���
one and only one). 2. There was only one wanax in all of Greece anyway and no confusion could 
arise from the designation wa-na-ka-te-ro. The wanax would then have had his royal estates for 
#���	�����������������	
���������������Y�����	����=����������
!�������	��=	�Y�
��|�����Y�����
`������������	����
��	�����������#���������@�#������#������Y���
	!�12, where it was clear to 

5 #���{�"���$%%%��;�'�"�����*������Y����������;�$$��*�
6 #���{�"���$%%%��;��+��X"����
�	��;�$��
7 ���
	��	����Y����	�����������!����������	
���	��!�������"	�����	��#��	�����
����	�������	�������"	�����

stirrup jar production was one and the same person (contra�#���{�"���$%%%��;�+�"������������������	��������������
�	������	
���	��=���!����
����������
��Q��"����	!������!�������������������!����	"��	����=	�Y��	���
=����!���������������!����	"���������!���	������������|����������������;�$$��$�£�

8 #���{�"����$%%%��;���"�����#�������\�!����"	������	����������������!����	"��������|�����ka-ra-re-we, �������� 
��"��Ñ��ÎÕ����������	�
�
�	������=���������	������!��	����������]ª����$$+£����	���������=������
����
���
mechanisms of control for transfer of groups of pots (whether full or empty).

%� #���{�"���$%%%��;'��
10 {�
���
�Y�>�����Y�������������;��'��$'�;��
11 #���{�"���$%%%��;'��"�
12 Bavay 2015. 
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�#����	
����������=���	����	������������������������!������Q�������������	���������!�����\��
�
#���{�"������������	������	����������������
��������|�����	�����
������!�����=���������	��
�
����!ÿ13�	������	��
�����!�	"����=�	���Z������������������
	!������
�{�����=����������
by the Hittites, for which see below). This remains true, even if one Linear B inscribed stirrup jar 
=���"	��
�	���
�����{����������������������	"���
	��������@�#��14. First, large numbers of 
��������
��������|����=��������	�#���	����������	���������Y�!������
15�����	�
���������������
�
jars were almost never sent to places outside the realm of Mycenaean administration, while unin-
scribed coarse-ware stirrup jars of Cretan production did reach various Levantine harbours16. This 
����Y����������������!��	���������������|�����������	�����
��	�!�������	���
��	"�X�����Q��
contrast, the inter-regional distribution of the inscribed coarse-ware stirrup jars within the Aegean 
!�Y�������Y��������������>����	�����
!�������#����	�����=�����=	�Y�
��=����	������������-
tions of those jars – as opposed to other Linear B document types, which functioned only on a 
regional level and thus had no inter-regional distribution. One can only speculate why the jars were 
��������
���"	����������{�������������Z����������
!������	���
�
��	��	���
���	����Y��
��	"�
�����
�
	��!���������������������	�����	!��������������������	����
�����	�����"�������{��
��������	�������
���"	���������=�����������������	�����|�����
���#����"	�!��	����	������	�-
tent no matter what happens on the intermediate stages of transport. It is forgery-proof. This can 
����Y���	���
�����������	�
�����������		Y��������������	��	��	�������������������	
�����
and the administrator in charge of that production. This gained special importance when producer 
and associated administration were geographically distant from the administrator who assigned 
the production order. In other words, the inscribed stirrup jars were most probably designed for 
economic and administrative processes encompassing both a regional and an inter-regional level, 
�������=�����	���	
���
�"	����
��=���"	������Y���
	!��

This pattern compares well to the distribution of Aegean seals and relief jewellery, which also 
occurs in a congruent area in the Aegean with very few outliers in regions of intensive Aegean 
�	������{��	������#������	����
�{����������������Y�	=����������������	�������!	���	����
�
to the Late Bronze Age Aegean, and only a very few exceptional pieces have been found on the 
western coast of Asia Minor, in Cyprus and the Levant. This suggests that they were not actually 
considered as ornaments which could become objects of trade and exchange. If we understand 
��!����	Y����	"�����
!�������#������!���������������������������{��������������
�������-
��������!���	"�"����	�����
����������!������!������������
�����������	����������
�""���	�17.

������	"�
�""���������	�����
����������	!��������#��
�������	�����	�����������	"����]��	-
ponnese, central and northern Greece. This applies to the groups of various materials (semi-pre-
��	����	�����������
�������� ��������
���	��������=������� 	� ���
�""������������������� Q� ���
interesting to note that the different groups of seals cannot be attributed to the regional catchment 
areas of individual palaces, but that common features characterise their supra-regional distribu-
tion pattern. This is true for seals but also for seal impressions on clay nodules from the various 
Z������������������=��������������	!!	�������	����	"�!	�"���[������#�������!������	��	"���
�����
��
!�������#������!��=������������"	���
����������"	�!���	"����@������~��\��"�	!�
the various Mycenaean palaces.

������!�
��	"���!�>�����	����	������
��	�
����������������������	����"�	!�@��QQ~¡QQQ{$����
���	!���	"�[�������������������������
�����	��>=������]��	�	�������[�����	���	"���	����
=�������������=����������������������
�=�����������	��	"����Z������
�]	��������	�������
!	��
�
���������
�	���!�������	����������"�	!�@��QQQ{�$��	�=��
���������	"���!�>�����	���
�	������
��	�
��������������������������������!���������\�����#����������=�����=��������	�
-

13 #���{�"���$%%%��;�£��;�'�
14 ������	������;��+�
15 �������;�$$�
16 ���Y����������;�$$�
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ing to clay impressions on nodules found in the Mycenaean palaces, used in the highest circles of 
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motifs and sealings to the Mycenaean palaces and their administrative system, which we hold 
responsible for designing the rules under which seals were distributed and used.

The contemporaneous distribution of the very different categories of seals goes hand in hand 
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-
jacent islands starting in LH IIB/IIIA1. Thus we suggest that the distribution of Aegean seal groups 
from LH IIB/IIIA1 onwards can be explained in terms of the administrative development of the 
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and western periphery, the regions from Thessaly through central Greece to the north-western 
]��	�	��������������������������	"����Z���������Y	����	"����������������	
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have no clay nodules from these regions which could offer the ultimate proof of an administrative 
use of these seals, the presence of seals forms in any case the basic material condition for the 
possibility of sphragistic use within an administrative system18.
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the distribution of Aegean seals. Mycenaean administrative records prove the presence of Myce-
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other region of southern and central Greece.

Now, one might argue that the existence of a Mycenaean palace in most of those regions for 
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�[�����20 which are almost identical in their overall dimensions, 
structure and internal design, suggesting the performance of identical ceremonials21. The earliest 
��	����		!��	!�	��
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�
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or IIIA222. The convergences in architectural design of the LH IIIB palaces may be interpreted as 
resulting from central decisions, because there are indications that earlier palace plans followed 
different models23.

Mycenaean Rule over Crete

In order to support this perspective we have to understand the formative phases of the Mycenaean 
Y���
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LM IIIA124.
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Neopalatial administrative structures were destroyed. As a result, a Mycenaean administration 
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20 Jung 2015.
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24 For the date see Driessen 2000, 218.
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was installed during LM II25�� Q��<����������=	�
����	!��Z���������Y�������������
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=��ÿ26. In this reconstruction, an archaeological correlate of Mycenaean political control emanat-
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�QQQ{$��	����	"���	����������27.
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early period of the Mycenaean rule over Crete. The pit and shaft graves with warrior burials date 
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����	�28 also includes LH IIIA1 pottery imported from the 
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;%. Interestingly, the built walls lining the burial shaft 
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naean expansion to Crete. The dominant role of Mycenae within the group of Mycenaean sites of 
the Argive plain was established since the time of the shaft graves with their multitude of foreign 
grave goods and continued with an unrivalled series of nine tholos tombs, of which six belong 
already to LH IIA32.

The Mycenaean Military-Political Complex

The LH IIB and IIIA1 periods apparently witnessed a series of dynamic developments powered 
by military expansion33��[��� =���>Y�	=�� �������� 	!�� "�	!� <��
��� ���	���� 	� ��� ������	��
from LH IIB to LH IIIA1 and offers the typical set of weapons, metal vessels and pottery, which 
are so characteristic of the warrior burials of the time (Figs. 3–5)34. However, this is not a local 
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similar burials also in Messenia, Achaea, central Greece, Thessaly and on the Dodecanese. Imma 
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35.

In Messenia the bronze assemblage found in pit 3 of the Nichoria tholos may represent such 
a warrior burial of LH IIIA1, which was re-deposited later36. In central Greece, in the area of 
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have exact parallels in the Argolid.
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In tomb 1 a warrior burial lay still in situ together with a type C sword, one spearhead, two 
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seals of agate and Mycenaean alabastra of LH IIB style37. Another similar burial, although 
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Fig. 5: Dendra chamber tomb 12, cuirass tomb, weapons and tools:  
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also dates to LH IIB38.

All these warrior burials are part of a super-regional phenomenon in LH IIB/IIIA1 and may 
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parts of the Aegean, a political power that within the few decades of LH IIB/IIIA1 intervened 
���X������
����������	"��������Y�!������
����"������[����������
����{�����������
���Q�=���

38 ~���	�>`"����	��$%%$�����£;������$£�$%������;$�;£�

3

4



›Unus pro omnibus, omnes pro uno‹: The Mycenaean Palace System 123 

����������
�����������!��=����	��X�����������Z����������
!�������	��=������������
�
�����=�@������~���������	��"	��
���QY�����������]��	�������@��QQ~�QQQ{$¡{;�`������	��\�
may be read in a similar way�%���������������@������~��
!�������	��=������������
�	�����
����Y�!������
��������	�����	"�@��QQ~���
�QQQ{$��"�������
������
�#��	��
���
���X�����
���������

Exotic Goods and Taxation

Military aggression was only one of the means used to establish Mycenaean administration, 
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phenomenon. However, more political instruments of domination may have been used by the 
emerging wanax. During LH IIB and IIIA1 Mycenaean material culture spread all over the 
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living and the dead.

{����"�	!����"	���������������	"�	�|������
�!��������� ��=����!�	�����������=����
not available locally. Access to these materials and items was therefore limited and the chan-
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glass and gold into various items of specialised craftsmanship, which were decorated with the 
repetitive designs of an overall pervasive ideology. The access to new materials and items from 
��������=	�Y��	���=������#������������#��	��	��������"��"	����#������	"�����	��40. First of all, 
local chieftains could employ these materials in the form of e.g. seals, jewellery, toiletries (mir-
rors, combs) and furniture to enhance their own status. By distributing these special luxuries, 
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In return, this will have enabled them to provide services and taxes to the early palatial centres 
which formed the source of these desired goods. In addition, religious ideology and festivals, 
����������������	���
�	!	�����
����	���
����	��
����!������
���Y������
�"��������������=���
Mycenaean type pottery will have offered means to bolster social cohesion41.

Q"� �	���� ������� �		���� 	�� ����� ����
� ��	� 	"������� 	"� ��� ��=� �������� ������������� ����
gained important new sources of income and were allowed to enforce regular tax collection 
from the population. Moreover, in the formative phases of that system different types of collec-
tive and communal property were certainly reduced in extent, in order to give estates to the new 
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resulted in armed struggle between independent local communities and the new administrative 
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Force and Punishment
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consists of a massive rectangular terrace with dimensions of 8 m × 23 m and constructed with 
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The site suffered a major destruction in the period LH IIB–IIIA1/2 Early, and the Linear B tablet 
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with a Cyclopean terrace wall was destroyed and never rebuilt again. The site, with its three huge 
and rich tholos tombs of the Early Mycenaean period, lost its leading role within the regional 
settlement hierarchy44.
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drastically, and Aleydis van de Moortel suspects that the destruction is related to the expansion 
of territorial power on the part of the Mycenaean centres of Thebes or Orchomenos45. Or-
chomenos is certainly the candidate which may be considered because of its strategic position 
�	#������� ����������� 	� ����������������	��#��������
� ���� 	� ����	�
�����!�	"��������
Greece46.
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lication of the site that the history of events is not entirely certain and a continuous use of the 
Mansion in LH IIIA2 and IIIB1 cannot be entirely excluded. However, the evidence of site use in 
the LH IIIA2 and IIIB1 is sparse, and the Menelaion apparently never became an administrative 
centre47.
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constructed in LH IIA and continued to be used, with alterations, in LH IIB/IIIA1. They were destroyed in LH 
IIIA2, possibly when the Cyclopean Terrace was erected. These conclusions have wider implications for the issue 
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Messenia in Mycenaean times, even before she started the recent excavations. Cf. Cavanagh 2011, 24.
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during LBA I (the so-called outer city-wall) was reconstructed50. However, already during the 
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The archaeology of the Aegean in LH IIB–IIIA1/IIIA2 Early suggests that this was a major 
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the apparently selective destructions and/or abandonments of primary and secondary centres. 
Finally, the conspicuous reduction of rich burials with weapons by LH IIIA2 and of represen-
tative tholos tombs appears to indicate that fewer people were entitled to ostentatious burial 
display. The considerable variety of earlier seats of local power does not survive in this period. 
Instead, evidence for administration concentrates mainly in the vicinity of the palatial centres.

The International Role of Mycenaean Greece

Although the evidence of the Linear B tablets, the nodules and the seals found in Mycenaean 
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is roughly contemporary with the earlier phase of Linear B administration of Minoan Crete.

On the statue base concerning us here a list of foreign geographic names is written on both 
sides of a central motif, with two captive foreigners below the cartouches of the pharaoh. 
To the right of the motif only two names appear: k-f-tj-w and tj-j-n-A-jj-w, while on the left 
13 names are partly preserved (15 can be reconstructed based on the size of the base). The 
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at the beginning and at the end of the left list. Another group of names in the middle contains 
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always been mentioned, because they support the view that there was direct contact between 
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Egypt under Amenhotep III and Mycenae – although none of the fragments has been found in 
a LH IIIA1 context55.
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and perhaps also part of central Greece during LH IIIA1, while Crete appears as a separate entity. 
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The conclusion that Tanaya refers to a political entity, can be supported by the reference to 
the same country Tanaya in the annals of Thutmosis III. In this inscription a person from Tanaya, 
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II or LH IIB according to the synchronisms between the regnal periods of the 18th dynasty and 
the Minoan relative chronological phases as they are accepted today58����������	����
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without saying that the size of that country may have expanded in the time between the start of 
LH IIB at the end of the reign of Thutmosis III and LH IIIA1 during the reign of Amenhotep III.

The Hittite bureaucracy used another name referring to a political entity in the Aegean. That 
name appears in the variations Ahhiya and the more recent Ahhiyawa. The texts mentioning Ah-
hiya can probably be dated to the beginning of the 14th century BC60���
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from the late 14th to the late 13th century BC61. The chronology of the Egyptian and Hittite written 
sources seem to suggest that both political designations existed contemporaneously and parallel 
to each other62. The existence of two names might be due either to different territories occupied by 
two different political entities, or to different perceptions of the Late Bronze Age Aegean by the 
Egyptians and the Hittites respectively63. The latter assumption is supported by the fact that both 
[��������
�{�����=����
������������	������������=	�	"�����������!������
����������������
in the Homeric epics of the 8th/7th����������~X�"	���������Y���Q�
��
��!�������	��������������
	����	����������!��[����������	!��	=����Y�
�	�����	!�����Ý���· ��=�����{�����=������	�-
����
�	����=	�
��Ñ�¸· 64.

{��[��#	��~�����������	�
�������
���#��	��	"��Ñ�¸· �"�	!�{�����=����
�����
�����	"�
Ahhiyawa and Mycenaean Greece (for which see below) would mean that in the Aegean of the 
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indeed sent from Egypt during the reign of Amenhotep III.

56 ����Y�$%'%��;+��*;���	���������	����������������	������������$%+£���	��Q���'����£�'�
57 [���	"������������	"�[��!	����QQQ�������
�������������	"���������������
�*£��������"�	!�$£'��	�$£;;�~X��X"��

������
���;�$���£�;�
58 The transition between LM IB and LM II can be placed during the later reign of Thutmosis III with good evidence 

"�	!��	��`������
�X�����X"��Z������$%%*��$+����Ù�!�����;��+�
*% ����Y�$%'%��*;�
60 �����	�
>����!���;��'��$%*��~��Y!���������;�$$��£�"��'�"�
61 �����	�
>����!���;��'��$%*��~��Y!���������;�$$��'�"�
62 ���
����;�$���£���+*�"��$;�������#�
��������!���	������	��
63 �������������������	"����!�������������#����!	
����������	���	"����!�����������
�""�������!��"	������	������

��������!�����{���!������<������
��[��Y���
�����!������!��Y	��<��������
���������	���������	"��������
64 ����Y�$%'%�������'��@��!����$%+*��$��"��*$�*£��X�������$%%*��`
���;��%���'�"�



›Unus pro omnibus, omnes pro uno‹: The Mycenaean Palace System 127 

���	�
�!��������!�=	�
�""�������������\���
��=�����!��Y�������!�������!��ÿ��^���=�����
Y���
	!�"	��=�����=����#���	�������	�	�������	��������=��������	����=������������	�	��������

����
���#������	���=�������"���	��
��������������������
	��!���������	�
ÿ65.

Unfortunately, the Hittite sources, valuable as they are, do not provide especially clear evi-
dence for the location of Ahhiyawa. However, recent reconstructions of the political geography 
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time of Hattusili III67, i.e. the middle of the 13th century BC68��ª����	������"	��������"���-
!�������\�"�	!�����������	"�Z�������QQ����������£������$£th century BC) provides evidence 
that Ahhiyawa was not located on the Asian mainland, but could be reached by ship�%.

�	=�#��������������	"����������	"�{�����=��=����	���!��
�	����{�����������\��
�
�
���	�	�	����{�����!������
����������Z���=��
����
�����
�=����������Z�������=������������
����������	"����������	"�{�����=���[����������	"�������!����\��#��	����������������$%*���
show that a predominantly Mycenaean material culture characterised Miletus from settlement 
��������	�������������@��QQQ{$70��Z	��	#����
������Z�����������������
��Q��@��QQQ{�QQQX��
����	���������	�����	�����	�������=���������������
��	"���!	����
����<	
���������
���������
similar, pronouncedly Mycenaean material culture. By contrast, the Mycenaean character of con-
temporary settlements situated further to the north along the western coast of Asia Minor is much 
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areas of south-western Asia Minor lends support to the hypothesis that Ahhiyawa is to be identi-
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Mediterranean is indicated in at least two letters of the middle and later 13th century BC, in the 
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indictment of Madduwatta, probably dating from the reign of Arnuwanda I at the beginning of 
the 14th century BC contemporary with LH IIIA1. However, several events recorded in the text 
refer to his father, who was Tudhaliya I reigning around the end of the 15th and the beginning of 
the 14th century BC, in other words most probably contemporary with LH IIB/IIIA175.
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personal name in another Hittite text, an oracle report, written during the reign of Tudhaliya I 
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west coast of Asia Minor and to expel its ruler Madduwatta'%. Third, he eventually went into 
battle with 100 chariots against the Hittites, who had come to help Madduwatta80. In addition, 
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Rhodes84. This attests to Argive-Rhodian contacts preceding the phase of Mycenaean expansion. 
~��@��QQ~���	����=�����Z���������!��������������������
������������������������
���	�Y>���
chamber tombs, inhabited the north-western part of Rhodes opposite Asia Minor85, while at the 
same time (LH IIB/IIIA) a new settlement plan was established at the settlement of Trianda86. 
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not operate in hostile territory, but had a local power base in south-western Asia Minor and on 
the south-eastern Aegean islands. The possible existence of such a power base is also supported 
by the fact that among the early tombs at Ialissos there are several warrior burials, e.g. one from a 
seemingly closed LH IIIA1 context in chamber tomb 74+%��X	!�������Y�	�����	���	"�{��������� 
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also date to LH IIB/IIIA1. Cf. Benzi 2005, 207 pl. 50 a–j.
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arises from the presence of a large piriform jar FT 35, whose decoration suggests a date in LH IIIA2 Late. The vase 
is clearly visible on the excavation photograph, but was later ascribed to another tomb by the excavator. Cf. Jacopi 
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had been in the possession of his ancestor during the reign of Thudhaliya I, before the latter 
subjugated them. If the restoration and interpretation of the text are correct, the islands had 
been given previously to Ahhiyawa as a result of a dynastic marriage between the courts of 
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To conclude, in the actions reported for the time of Tudhaliya I we may be seeing the very 
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diplomatic instrument of dynastic marriage for extending its borders. If so, it would be an ultimate 
argument for seeing here the systematic strategy of a growing empire. This interpretation would 
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the Aegean islands as far as the coasts of Asia Minor during LH IIB and IIIA1.
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To conclude, we believe that the simplest historical proposal provides the best explanation for 
combining the written and the archaeological sources from within the Aegean and its neighbour-
ing countries from the later 15th down to the end of the 13th century BC:
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(b) an administration led by a single wanax and his representative, the lawagetas
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and geographical characteristics, point towards a larger entity in the Aegean than anything that is 
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separate entity in that list. To him, archaeology is not a reliable tool for reconstructing the state 
territory103.
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cannot be reconciled with the Linear B archives of Crete. From the time of the earliest Linear 
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with Ahhiyawa (see the inscribed stirrup jars), but would have failed to produce any clear sign 
of its independence in the Linear B archives.
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���������"���!����	"�=	�@������~�������"�	!��	�	�������	>]���������	#���������������Z�-
cenaean administration was controlling at least the coastal regions of Thessaly$�%. If one accepts 
�����������	"�{�����=��=����	�������������	��\��
��������������	�����	������
��	"����
{����������{����Z��	�����=�����������������	������������=�����	���#���������	=�	��\��	�����	�
the agricultural riches of the Thessalian plains.
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